
ZEBRA MUSSELS 

As most of you are likely aware, two of the local public lakes and the Missouri River have tested positive 
for Zebra Mussels. If you're unaware of what they are and the potential impact, here is some helpful 
information:  Zebra Mussels Overview   Nebraska Zebra Mussels 

Zebra Mussels are known to be very prolific and attach to almost any hard structure in the water (boats, 
motors, drainage pipes, etc). They are very sharp and can cut your feet if you step on them. They can 
also clog drainage pipes (intake and outgoing pipes) in the lake.  The largest impact is on water clarity 
and the fishery. They feed on plankton in the water, competing for this food source with most young fish. 
They ultimately will cause the water to be very clear and have a negative impact on the fish population in 
a lake. 

How do we stop them from getting into our lake? The best way is to make sure that we aren't bringing 
contaminated water in by boats and trailers coming from infested water. If you do take your boat to any 
other lake, make sure to decontaminate it. The best way to do that is to make sure you get all the water 
out of the boat, including livewells, ballasts, motors, etc. Make sure you remove the plug from your boat 
as soon as you leave any lake (it's state law) to aid with draining the water from your boat. It's also 
recommended to wash your boat with soap and water. After you've cleaned it, it should be allowed to fully 
dry for at least 5 days before putting into another lake. More information on cleaning methods are 
here: Stop Aquatic Hitchhikers  

If you have someone coming to do work on your lift or anything where they could transport water in 
(dropping off or picking up your boat, etc.), please ask them what measures they take to clean their 
equipment before using it at our lake.  

What is the HOA board doing? 

 Our lake manager, Rich Melkus, is reaching out to all the people we know are out here working to 
ensure they are properly cleaning their equipment. 

 We are getting an estimate on installing a better gate and lock system on the boat ramp. It would 
include a video system to record all boats put in and out of the water. That way we can keep 
better track of the boats being used and be proactive about making sure they are cleaned 
properly before they are put in. 

 We are staying in contact with our fisheries biologist and the Nebraska Game and Parks to 
understand anything else we can do.  

Additionally, the HOA is actively investigating several options including electrification of water flowing into 
our lake, introducing zebra mussel predators, asking for boating to be shut down on the Prairie View 
Lake, etc.  Unfortunately, none of these alternatives are proving to be helpful.  We'll continue to pursue all 
options.    
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https://www.invasivespeciesinfo.gov/aquatics/zebramussel.shtml
https://water.unl.edu/article/lakes-ponds-streams/zebra-mussels-nebraska
https://neinvasives.com/stop-aquatic-hitchhikers

